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Medicine for the developing countries, Nov 2013

Vaccines (tropical diseases)

Cheap drugs (targeted antibiotics, antivirals)

Basic care (pregnancy, primary diagnosis)

! FOOD !



Food means Agriculture

• For 10-12,000 years we have been using crude genetics

• But in the 1980’s we learned how to be precise





Accredited Professional Scientific and/or Medical bodies 

with an opinion on the safety of GMOs

Generally Positive

 U.S. National Academy of Sciences (NAS)

 Royal Society (London) 

 The U.S. National Research Council (NRC)

 The American Medical Association,  (AMA)

 U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

 U.S.  Environmental Protection Agency  (EPA)

 U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

 European Food Safety authority (EFSA)

 American Society for Plant Biologists (ASPB)

 World Health Organization (WHO)

 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

 Brazil National Academy of Science, 

 Chinese National Academy of Science

 Indian National Academy of Science

 Mexican Academy of Science

 Third World Academy of Sciences

Completely Negative

• Institute for Responsible 
Technology (Geoffrey Smith)

• American Academy of 
Environmental Medicine



GMO refers to a method

What is important is the 

PRODUCT

not the method



It’s the “PRODUCT” that matters



113 Nobel Laureates 

have written an open 

letter to Greenpeace 

and every UN 

Ambassador urging an 

acknowledgment that 

GMO technology is 

basically safe and 

should be supported for 

the sake of the 

developing world, who 

desperately need better 

yielding crops with 

added nutritional value. http://supportprecisionagriculture.org/

http://supportprecisionagriculture.org/


Xanthomonas wilt

A problem for bananas

No natural varieties are resistant

BUT
Sweet pepper is resistant and two genes are known that mediate this 
resistance.  Using precision techniques these genes have been transferred 
to banana and these modified bananas are now in field trials.



Food in Developing Countries

Africa, S. America, Asia need better crops with high yields. 

They need precision agriculture (GMOs)

• Europe doesn’t

So why doesn’t Europe endorse this?

• Could it be politics, or money or both?



The real villain

Corporate America

NOT GMOs



If you don’t want to eat foods derived by GM 

techniques, then don’t. It’s your choice

But don’t pretend such foods must be dangerous

When they are not

They are probably safer than traditional foods



Conclusions

For developed countries food is not a problem.

We must realize that choice is an indulgence

We must never forget the consequences of our actions 
for the developing countries

We need more science in politics



Actions

Listen to the scientists you fund

Stop supporting the idea that GMOs are 
inherently dangerous

Remove paragraph 72 from the EU report that
“Urges the G8 member states not to support 

GMO crops in Africa”



Choice is a Western luxury


